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A is an undertaking of the higheſt difficulty as well as 
delicacy to point out the corruptions or miſtakings of 
men, whoſe diſappointed ambition. has led them to 


offer their ſervices to an alarmed and inraged populace, and 
whoſe abilities of character and ſituation promiſe | a ſuc- 
ceſsful exertion in the cauſe of oppoſition. In — 
parts of duty, every conſequence which relates to ſe 

to be hazarded ; on this conſi deration, * will ever, not⸗ 
withſtanding the long and malevolent perſecution I have 
endured from the intereſted part of mankind for a work 
written on the general principles of honeſt policy, in all 
great points of national welfare, expreſs my genuine opi- 
nions to my countrymen; and on this conſideration alone 
I undertake the invidious taſk of making diſagreeable ob- 
ſervations on the baneful tendency of a pamphlet, entitled, 
„Thoughts on the Cauſe of the preſent Diſcontents. “ 
1 To the diſgrace of human nature, and the plague * 
ſociety, an able head and an honeſt heart are but too often 
| | B ſeparated. 


. 


ſeparated. The pamphlet in queſtion is written with great 
eloquence, acuteneſs, and art; but i its fine turned apd,poliſh- 


ed periods carry with them a poiſon ſufficient t to deſtroy all 
the little virtue and underſtanding of ſound policy which is 


left in the nation; whilſt the obvious 1 intent of this pernicious 


ly. 


work 1 is to expoſe the dangerous deſigns of a profligate junto 


of courtiers, ſupported by the mere authority of che crown, 
| 2 | againſt the liberties of the conſtitution, It. endeavours to- 
| miſlead the people on the ſubject of the more complicated. 
and ſpecious, though no leſs dangerous, mancœuvres of. 
Ariſtocratic faction and party, founded. on.and ſupported by 
the corrupt. principle of ſelf-intereſt, and. to guard againſt - 


| 

| the poſſible conſequence of an effectual reformation in che 
vitiated parts of our conſtitution and government; a cir- 
cumſtance much to be dreaded from the active exertion. of a- 


vigorous and cnlightened zeal in the great body of the people. 


The multitude, whoſe judgments are, more eſpecially in 
matters of government, directed by the warm impulſe of 
preſent injury, are too apt, in the ſcale of compariſon, to 
regard paſt evils with an eye of partial complacency. The 


offences of a preſent poſſeſſor of power throws a favour- 


N ee NR EC Reg ner as 0 
o 


able ſhade over the more atrocious crimes of his tyran- 
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nic ee The aritomives; nn bis govern- 
ment, which are but the bitter conſequences, or rather 


the fruits of ſeeds ſown by his anceſtors, are regarded 
as ſpringing immediately from the particular policy of 
his adminiſtration; and thus the cauſes, of political evils being | 
never traced up to their ſources, it is not ſurprizing that 
the generality of mankind are ſo unfortunately divided in 
their opinions. concerning their cure. 


It is often retorted on ſpeculative. reaſoners in policy, - 
that not having been engaged in the practical parts of ad- 
miniſtration, they are apt to run into reſinements incom 
patible with the grofs and vicious nature of human affairs. 
Did theſe practical gentlemen ever attempt to prove that 
their ſpeculative antagoniſts grounded their poſitions on a 
falſe miſtaken notion of a non-exiſting virtue in mankind, | 
there would be ſome weight in their aſſertions : but as all 
ſyſtematical writers on the ſide of freedom plan their 
forms and rules of government on the juſt grounds of the 
known corruption and wickedneſs of the human character, 
Iſhall be apt to ſuſpect with the vulgar * (when on the au- 


thority merely of their cxperienes without ann or 


* Vide Thoughts on the Cauſe of the e preſent Diſcontents, p. 50. 
| proof, 


121 

proof, ſtateſmen thwart regulations drawn up on prin» 
eiples of public good, and to counteract particular intereſt) 
that their opinions are ſolely formed on ſiniſter views, 


That the modes of government which have ever been im- 
poſed on credulous man, have been all of them not only 
deficient in producing the juſt ends of government, viz 
The full and impartial ſecurity of the rights of nature; but 
that they have been rather formidable and dangerous ca- 7 
bals againſt the peace, happineſs, and dignity of ſociety, is 
not owing to any moral impoſſibility in the forming a ſy- 
ſtem which ſhould anſwer theſe juſt ends. The wiſdom of 
man is fully adequate to the ſubject. It would be unworthy 
the idea we ought to form of God, to ſuppoſe him ſo ca- 
Ppricious a being as to beſtow that high degree of wiſdom 
and ingenuity, which we often ſee diſplayed, in regulating 
the more trifling concerns of life; which we often. ſee diſ- 
played in the ſupport of tyrannic and deſtructive ſyſtems; 
and the not rendering him adequate to regulations ſo 
neceſſary to his ſecurity, happineſs, and perfection; and 
without which, all the benevolent def; gns of Providence 
in his creation appear to be almoſt totally fruſtrated. 


'To 


tes 3 


J 0 plan, a form of government perfect in its nature, and” 
conſequently anſwering all its juff enqs, is neither morally 
impoſſible in itſelf, nor beyond the abilities of man, but i it 
is the work of an individual. The generality of mankind 

are too fond of accuſtomed eſtabliſhments, however per- 
nicious in their nature, to adopt material alterations; ; and. 
this propenſity. has ever afforded full opportunity to che 
intereſted to reject every part of reformation which tends 
effectually to. eſtabliſh public good on the ruins of Private 
intereſt. 
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either the l of ay les power or Pa «7 on: 


by corrupt intereſt ; the ſame circumſtance which attends : 
of government, attends what i is called their 


FFACL 


reformation, « of 5 this the hiſtory of our own country af- 
fords ;a melancholy example. In all the great ſtruggles for 
liberty, true reformation was never by the ruling party 

either effected or even intended, the flaws i in the Revolution 
ſyſtem. left full opportunity. 1 for private intereſt to "oxide 
public good, and for a faction, who by their ſtruggles againſt | 
former tyrannies | had gained che confidence of the people, 


to erect n, che Uberties and the, virtue of their truſting 
| C | countrymen, 1 


the formation 


* vigor, was che policy of every ſucceeding adminiſtration. 


countrymen, the undermining d irreſiſtible hydra, court 
influence, in the room of the more ING wor leſs: * 


midable _— prerogative. | TOE - 194% 


A ſyſtem of corruption began at the very period of the | 


Revolution, and growing from its nature with increaſing 


To ſhare the plunder of a credulous people, 'cabals were 


formed between the repreſentatives and the miniſters. Par- 
liaments, the great barriers of our much boaſted conſtitution, 


While they preſerved i its forms, annihilated its ſpirit ; ; and, 


from a controuling power over the executive parts of 
government, became a mere inſtrument 67 regal admini- 
ſtration, It would be invidious and even tedious to __ 
the moral and political evils which the Hitem of govern- 
ment. which took place at the Revolution, and which has 
been regularly, and with little alteration ſyſtematically car- 
ried on from that period to the preſent times, has produced : 

the deſtructive grievance of a debt of one hundred and 
forty millions, a grievance which operates powerfully and 
variouſly againſt public freedom ; a ſtrong military ftand- 
ing force, contrary to the very exiſtence of real liberty ; an 
pris th of placemen and penſioners, whoſe private intereſt 


18 


e 8 3 


is repugnant to. the. * of che public weal; — 

parliaments, i in violation of the firmeſt principle i in the con- 
ſtitution ; and heavy taxes impoſed for the ſingle ady an- 
tage and emolument of individuals, a grievance never ſyb- | 
mitted to by any people, not eſſentially enſlaved. 


Had any thing more than a mode of tyranny more agree- 
able to the intereſts of the ariſtocratic faction, who took 
the lead in the oppoſition to the arbitrary adminiſtration of 


king James, been the probable conſequence of the Re- : 


volution, that important circumſtance in the annals of 
our country had never taken Bae, 


The a of Ae powers s have ever Noon regarded 
with a jealous eye by a miſinformed and ſelfiſh nobility. Tv 
diminiſh, the force of new acquired privileges, and as a 
bulwark to the party againſt the dreaded vengeance of a 


routed, though hardly ſubdued faction, the power of the 


reigning prince was to be ſtrengthened by every diabolical 
engine which che ſubtle head and corrupt heart of a ftateſ- 
man could invent. The nation, inſtead of being the pay- 
maſters, were to become the creditors of government. The | 


; 
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the operation of aſi x engine ; ; the more e the people were 
beggared, 
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MATTER the more it t diminiſhed hide conſtitutional inde - 
pendenty ; and the largeneſs of the revenue, neceffary for 
the ſupply of ſo expenſive a government, with the yearly 
intereſt to be paid to its creditors, it was foreſeen would 
afford variety of excuſes for levying exorbitant taxes on the 
public; ; and thus the management of the revenue would 


give ſo large an additional power to the orown, as to make 
ample amends for the loſs of a few idle prerogatives. | 


The wicked ſyſtem of policy ſet on foot by the leaders of 
the Revolutioniſts in the reign of king William, and which 
proceeded perhaps more from fear of perſonal ſafety than 
from any very malicious intent againſt their country, was 
thoroughly completed under the adminiſtration of their ſons ; 
but whillt this ſtate faction, who called themſelves Whigs, | 
but who in reality were as much the deſtructive, though 
concealed enemies of public liberty, as were its more 
generous, becauſe more avowed antagoniſts che tories, 
whilſt they were levying their batteries againſt what: they 
termed inveterate Jacobites and preji Judiced republicans, it 
never came into their heads, that they were undermining 
their own power, and, conſequently, ren dering the crown 
ſtrong enough to ſet all parties at defiance, to put them on 
their ora behaviour, and to treat them with that con- 


tempt 
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£10 aA i in the new eſtabliſhment: of ſovereignty, 
will ſubject his own intereſts and inclinations to the in-; 
tereſts and inclinations: of the: faction by whoſe efforts: he 
was raiſed to power, and by whoſe influence he is ſup- 
ported in it; his ſtronger. and more confirmed ſucceſſors 
«will be apt to regard ſuch a dependence in no more-faypur- 
able a light than ds a- ſtate of ſplentlid vaflalage, and · be 
-rempted. to make uſe of the ſuperibr advantages W 
tion to n en of former 7 od MM wn. 
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That Ae ander le eee ee eee | 
Aer diſplayrd the independent greatneſs of his. ſituation, 
is the only grievance which: arlarge faction in: this eountry 
ſuppoſes to exiſt: among us, and the only grievance they 
wil to ſee removed, has been generally ſurmiſed -: by the 
jealous friends of liberty. That chey ſheuld eargeſtiy: en- 
deavour to conceal their ſentiments from the eye of the 
Public, it Was natural to imagine; but that they ſhould/pro- | 
claim ãt to the world, and endeavotir co argue nnn dn 
e „for their Particular in- 
5 5 D tereſts 


F we 1} 
ccerbſts alone, is a conſummate; piece of indiſcretion, which 
nothing could make us believe practical politicians to be 
guilty of, had we not been convinced to the contrary by 
the obvious tendency of the work intitled, Thoughts on 
the Cauſe of the preſent Diſcontents,” ſuppoſed to be writ- 
1 a man v ben we _ 39220 eſteem the mouth of 
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In a work where all the fetters bid upon 1 Mi 

are not only regarded:with indifference, but treated as neceſ- 
-ary; evils, rather to be ſupported than aboliſhed, we ean- 
not help. ſmiling to hear. the author with all the power of 
eloquence pathetically lamenting, as a man who had re- 
Ambtely felt fomettithg: of the hurniliation;' the: dependent, 
invidious; and mortifying ſtate of that very immediate ſlave 
to an abſfolute monarch,” a miniſter of ſtate»: We cannot, 1 3 
ſay, help ſiniling to hear philoſopher and a politician la- 4 
went; the natural conſequence. of thoſe: W H 0 
Which be a N * * Da cal agi 4 
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en at. the corruptnefs. of the 
aception of the head of the fame writer, 
aphatically ſets. forth, the, tyranpy. growing 9 


from a truſt too long; e to parlia ents . abſolutely 
diſclaiming againſt the quick return of power in the people's 
hands, on the un wee the horrible diſorders at- 

1 N enn i vr 31. 27 tending 


* A KN ts and 1 eye over JEET! 4 jodicla aca. 
ay, an anxious care of public money, an openneſs approaching to- 
Wards facility to public complaint; theſe ſeem to be tlie true charac- 
reriſti cks of an houſe of commons; but an addreſſing houſe of com- 
mons and a petitioning nation; an houſe of commons full of conſi- 
dence when tlie nation Wpüged! in deſpair; in the utmoſt harmony 
with miniſters whom the people regard with the utmoſt abhorrence ; 
who vote thanks, when the public call upon them for impeachments; 
who are eager to grant, when tlie general voice demands account; 13 
| who in all diſputes between the people and adminiſtration preſume | 

againſt the people; who puniſh their diſorders, but refuſe to inquire 
into the provocations to them this is an unnaturdl, gy vm 
ſtate of things in this conſtitution} fach* an aſſembly may be X 
wiſe, and awful ſenate, but it 1 s not to apy Popular W an 1 2 


14. * 37h 21 414 16.07. 
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1 l cage f Shar ace f immedi Nate of + dense are. 
to a courſe of acting as from ori Wer, is the way in which all 
" the popular magiſtracies inthe World have Bech perverted from their 
purpoſes: it is indeed their greateſt, and ſometiines their inicufable 
corruption; for there is æ material dſtinction between that corrup- 
tion by which particular points are carried againſt reaſon {tHfis. 
is a thing which cannot be prevented by human wiſdom, and is 
ot; leſd conſequence) and the corruption of the principle itſelf; fbr 
chen the denen g We: des th its bon 5 
e WHILE an 10 5:26) va7 as 210% ad 
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. 
telling frequent elections, arid the committin me de 
© years tlie independent gentlemen of the counties into a eon- 
=teſt with the treafüry. What was it which" firſb gave riſe 
to and increaſed theſe diſorders to the preſent formidable 
; Piteh? but . 3 Proſpect whack, 4 a feat in | parkis- 
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; For mx part, I ſhall be apt to co 8 the principles of TEM 
. to.,be. totally. corrupted, and therefore its ends entirely defeated, 


when I ſee two ſymptoms ;. firſt, 2 rule of indiſcriminate ſupport to 


all miniſters, becauſe this deſtroys their very end as a controul, and 

. is a, general previous ſanction to miſgovernment; and ſecondly, the 
. ſetting up any claims adyerſe to the right of free, dlection, for this 
e Mere, the Ke. apthority en they: ſit, 2 


They ako will; not 8 theje engine to the e W and | 


" cannot. ſupport it by the prerogative. of the crown, have adopted. a 
new plan; they have totally abandoned the ſhattered and old. faſhion- 


ed fortreſs of prerogative, and made a lodgment 1 in the ſtrong· hold of 


parliament itſelf. If they have any evil deſigns to which there is no 
ordinary legal power commenſurate, they bring it into parliament ; 


in parlament the whole is executed from the beginning to the end; 


in parliament the power of obtaining their object is abſolute, and the 
ſafety. in proceeding perfect; no rules to conſine, no after reckoning 
to terrify: parliament cannot with any great propriety puniſh. others 
for things in which they themſebves have been accomplices., Thus 
the controul of parliament upon the executory power is loſt, becauſe 


» parliament is made to partake in every conſiderable; act of govern- 


ment; impeachment, that great guardian of the purity of the con- 
ſtitution, is in danger of being loſt, even to the idea of t. 

Thoughts on the Cauſe of the preſent Diſcontents, p-. 35 t ſeq. - 
| ment, 


Fry" 


LEJ 
ment, in the preſent mode of corruption; gives for the en. 
riching che repreſentative, at the expence of his country 
and conſtituents; take away the cauſe and the effect will 
ceaſe; take away from the repreſentative; by a quiek ani 
thorough circulating round of rotation, every ſuch lucrative 
and corrupt proſpect of private intereſt, and the warm con- 
tention for ſeats in parliament, both on the fide of govern- 

ment and individuats, will fink into a coolneſs which will 
reduce ſuch elections to the quiet calmneſs of : A nomi- 
nation for pariſh officers. If triennial parliaments will 1 not 
ſerve the turn, change the half, or the whole of your par- 
liament yearly, and deprive your repreſentatives of a cor- 
rupt and ſtanding intereſt in the legiſlature 4 by debarring 


every member of parliament of the capacity of 1 
under a certain term of years. 


It certainly never ought to be FP TOY as na to 
endeavour by every honeſt means to advance to ſuperiority” 
and power thoſe of our own ſentiments and opinions ; but 
at a time when our expiring liberties, when the corruption 
of every ſalutary principle in the conſtitution calls inſtantly 
and loudly for a ſpeedy and effectual reformation, ſhould the 
contention be reduced i to mere a ig to advance party 


1 


1 The e wann of W of a e Ms ſtand- 5 
ing intereſt in the legiſlature, by rendering them incapable of ſerving 
any ſiniſter views of the court, muſt effectually deſtroy the venom of 
that influence which the author of the Caan of the — Diſcontents' 
ſeems to think irremediable. a 


E | or 
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or friends to ſuperiority and power, the people, whoſe in- 
tereſts ſeem entirely out of the queſtion, would act wiſely to 
ſuffer the contenders to fight their own battles, without in 
any ſenſe engaging in the diſpute. 
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Equally warm is the author of the Cauſe of the preſent 
Diſcontents againſt every other conſtitutional propoſition 
for the remedying the growing evils of gur government, as 
againſt the orthodox principle of rotation; a place bill 
would ſet the executive power at variance with the legiſ- 
lative, and hazard the forms of our excellent conſtitution. 
In anſwer to the laſt objection, the forms of a conſtitution 
is of little advantage when its ſpirit is loſt; and to the firſt, 
an independent parliament, the true parliament of the 

people, is intruſted with ſufficient powers to keep the ex- 
ecutive parts of the government in a ſubordination, which 
muſt prevent any poſſible infringement either of the form 3 
or the ſpirit of the conſtitution. | | 18 3 
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"Na 1 evils which are allowed to be exceſſive, this 
mighty champion of the whig faction, the author of the 
Thoughts of the Cauſe of the preſent Diſcontents propoſes | 


that the people, who are not to be truſted with any addi- 


* 


tional or original powers adequate to the correcting the 


C207 W K e 
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grievances ariſing from miſtaken confidence, ſhould meet $ 


in counties and in corporations to ſcan the conduct of 
their repreſentatives, and to ſend, I preſume, diſregarded 
petitions 


petitions to the throne ſor the diſſolution of a body of men ; 
whom the very nature of their truſt muſt render Meru 
and whoſe ſucceſſors in office, ſuch a truſt continuing, x muſt, 
from the very conftitution of human characters, be eq equally 
treacherous and men formidable! nl UFOS. | Cn) 


A more "onde TY ac power of cleftion, a very 
important ſpring in the machine of political liberty, is en- 
tirely diſregarded by our author; but he does not for- 
get to flatter his ſovereign with the hopes, that were his 
party once taken into favour, the purſe of the People 
would be as prodigally facrificed to every luſt of capricious 
grandeur and expence, as it is at preſent ſuppoſed to be, to 
the venal machinations of ſtate policy t. Such infamous flat- 
and could it have any effect on a wiſe and juſt ep ts 


|| Suppoſe, ſays the author of the Preſent diſcontents, we were to 
aſk, whether the king has been richer than his predeceſſors in accu- 
mulated wealth ſince the eſtabliſhment of the plan of favouritiſm, I 
believe it will be found that the picture of royal indigence which our 
court has preſented, until this year, has been truly humiliating ; nor 
has it been relieved from this unſeemly diſtreſs but by means which 
have hazarded the affections of the people, and ſhaken their confi- 
dence in parliament. If the public treaſures had been exhauſted in 
magniſicence and ſplendor, this diſtreſs would have been accounted 
for, and in ſome meaſure juſtified. Nothing would be more un- 
worthy of this nation, than with a mean and mechanical rule to mete 
out the ſplendor of the crown. Indeed I have. found FRY few per- 
ſons diſpoſed to ſo ungenerous a procedure. Wu 
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was fitter for the royal ear thay for public, criticiſin. - The 
| public muſt. conſider moderation as the moſt uſeful virtue of 


a prince, and that a parliament fulfilling its duty will on no 


pretence whatſoever ſuffer more money: to be raiſed on 


their conſtituents than is neceſſary for their defence, 
and the decent magnificence of their TIO 


The diſappointments 8 the creachery of leaders; 
after any ſharp, obſtinate, or dangerous oppoſition to govern- 
ment, is very pernicious to the freedom of ſociety; by the 
languor which the want of confidence muſt neceſſarily in- 
troduce in popular exertions. It is for this reaſon chat I 
would warn my countrymen from | entering into. any dan- 
gerous or even. vigorous; meaſures, againſt the conduct of 
their preſent governors, , without exacting a. political creed 
from leaders, who, under the ſpecious pretenſions of pub- 
li zeal, are to all appearances only planning ſchemes of 
private emolument and private ambition. I would haye 
them exact ſome particular promiſes of real publie ſervice; 
and be never perſuaded out of this political truth, That as 
democratical power never can be preſerved from anarchy 
without repreſentation, ſo repreſentation never can be kept 
free from tyrannical exertions on Wy" W 25 the e ra 
without rotation. 
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